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Newsletter – May 2021

A message from our President – Helen Moore
th

Our AGM on 25 March 2021 at the National Museum of Australia saw
the re-election of almost all members of your talented and hard-working
2020 Committee. We also gained four very welcome new members,
Barbara Rogstad, Tania Hadlow, Christina Braun and Arika
Bassett.
Sadly, however, the Committee had to bid farewell to Lesley
Cioccarelli (after many, many years of contributing to ATESOL and
ACTA), Amy Fletcher, Lis O’Daly, Bianca Mister-Colmenares and
Yvette Kirby. We thank them all warmly for their invaluable service and
wish them every success for the future!
Although Jennifer Mayers has stepped down as Treasurer, where she
has done sterling work for many years, she is continuing as VicePresident and Public Officer. We are immensely grateful that we can
continue to benefit from her considerable wisdom and long experience.
Both Jennifer and Lesley leave their previous portfolios of Treasurer
and Web Editor in splendid condition. They have also expertly and
generously mentored their successors into their new roles – Janica
Morella as Treasurer and Barbara Rogstad as Website Editor.
Jennifer and Lesley have also made outstanding contributions to our
peak body, the Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA). To
mark their service and our appreciation, the AGM voted to award them
Honorary ATESOL ACT Life Memberships – motions passed with
acclaim and gratitude!
For more details about your great 2021 Committee and their specific
roles, please see the last section of this newsletter.

Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA) Conference
https://actaconference.com
28 -30 September 2021 in Brisbane –
Support for ATESOL ACT members…keep reading.
1

Contents
 A message from
Helen
 Professional
Learning Events
 Website Survey
 Working Parties
at Work
 Facts and
Queries
 Issues and
Advocacy
o

o

o

Submission to
the Adult
Literacy
Inquiry
EALD
proficiency in
schools
AMEP
Advisory
Committee

 VicTESOL
Research Grant
2021
 Stay in Touch
 Your Fabulous
2021 Committee

Newsletter Contact:
vicepresident@
atesolact.org.au

UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING EVENTS
1. ATESOL ACT Events

2. ATESOL On-line events across
Australia!

Your Committee has the following
Professional Learning event in planning:

As members of ATESOL ACT, you are
entitled to members’ rates for our sister
ATESOL associations’ Professional
Learning events across Australia.

The role of home languages in
mainstream schooling
This workshop will explore how we can
acknowledge and build on the skills in
home languages that children bring with
them to the classroom. While the focus will
be on the benefits for English language
development and learning, we will also
consider how a multilingual approach can
enrich the educational experience more
broadly, for all students but particularly for
CALD students and their families. Catering
for Primary and Secondary Teachers.

Many of these are on-line and many are
free or very low cost for members.
To find out what is on offer, go to the
ACTA website News page https://tesol.org.au/news/
Scroll down and sign up to receive news
in your Inbox:
An example of what’s currently on offer from
VicTESOL is:

Thursday 3 June 4.30-5.30pm
Dr Mandy Scott- Canberra Languages
& ACT Bilingual Alliance.



Later in the Year – keep your eyes out
for grammar workshops for the school
and adult sectors.

Motivating Learners in the
Language Classroom Mairin
Hennebry-Leung & Xuesong (Andy)
Gao. May 19 from 4:00 pm - 5:30
pm. $10 members.

Extending access to PL across the country
has followed from the creativity unleashed in
our profession’s responses to the COVID-19
pandemic. So don’t miss out on this great
new development!

More details (including how to
book) soon.

3. Western Sydney University students from the Languages & Linguistics Club
invite undergraduates, HDR students, and staff alike to a free, fun and informative session
“Talking Language Tech Careers”
Emily Shen (Linguist at Appen and recent UNSW graduate) will speak about what it's like
working in language technology, and how she got into the field. Hear her story, tips and
advice, and join the open Q&
Monday 10 May 4:30-5:15pm AEST
On Zoom (The Zoom session will be recorded and captioned after the event.)
Register on Eventbrite to get the Zoom link https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/talkinglanguage-tech-careers-tickets-153166399825
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4. The ACTA Conference (28-30 September)
A major Professional Learning event this year is the ACTA conference, hosted by
QATESOL in Brisbane – where the weather in September is perfect one day and
wonderful the next!
PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS:

Monday 27th September – Curriculum Differentiation;

Technology.
CONFERENCE:
LOCATION:

Tuesday 28th – Thursday 30th September.

Hilton Hotel, Brisbane.

ABSTRACTS

to be submitted no later than Friday 14th May, 2021.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION CLOSING DATE:

Friday 16th July, 2021.

Support for ATESOL ACT Members
Last year, your Committee voted to support ATESOL ACT members financially to attend the
conference. We developed a point system for allocating support to cover registration, setting
aside a total fund of $5000. Top priority for funding goes to those who have papers
accepted for presentation. So get going with your abstracts now! See below for the overall
criteria for providing support.
Ranking system for supporting attendance at the ACTA conference
CRITERIA

POINTS

PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTION

1.

ATESOL ACT member whose paper
is accepted for the ACTA conference.
CRITERIA

2.

ATESOL ACT member who PROFESSIONAL
has organised or
presented PD for ATESOL ACT or
CONTRIBUTION
ACTA since the last ACTA conference or, as agreed by the ATESOL ACT Committee
otherwise
contributed
TESOL
professionally
journal
article,
submission)
ATESOL ACT
memberto
whose
paper
is accepted(e.g.
for the
ACTA
conference.

1.

5
POINTS
3
5

2.
3.

WORK FOR ATESOL ACT and/or ACTA
ATESOL ACT member who has organised or presented PD for ATESOL ACT or
ACTA since
last ACTA conference or, as agreed by the ATESOL ACT Committee
ATESOL
ACTthe
President
otherwise contributed to TESOL professionally (e.g. journal article, submission)

4.

ACTA President

5.
3.

ATESOL
President/ Treasurer/ Secretary/ Event Coordinator/ Website Editor/
ATESOL ACT
ACT Vice
President
Working Party Convenor

34

4.
6.

ACTA Vice-President/
President
ACTA
Treasurer/ Secretary/ Website Editor/ Working Group Convenor

34

5.
7.

ATESOL ACT
ACT ACTA
Vice President/
ATESOL
CouncillorTreasurer/ Secretary/ Event Coordinator/ Website Editor/
Working Party Convenor

13

8.
6.

ATESOL
ACT Committee
memberSecretary/ Website Editor/ Working Group Convenor
ACTA Vice-President/
Treasurer/

13

7.

ATESOL ACT ACTA Councillor

1

8.

ATESOL ACT Committee member

1

WORK FOR ATESOL ACT and/or ACTA

3
4
4

A major Professional Learning event this year is the ACTA conference, hosted by
QATESOL in Brisbane – where the weather in September is perfect one day and
wonderful the next!
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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS:

Technology.

Monday 27th September – Curriculum Differentiation;

Website - TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!
Barbara, our energetic new Web Editor is planning to revamp our website.
The website is over 10 years old - help us give it an update! Grab a cuppa and take 5 minutes
to complete our survey about your use, experience, and thoughts of the ATESOL ACT
Website. Be honest, and tell us what you really think! The more detailed and specific you are,
the better we can make our website! Click here to undertake a short survey.

Be honest - what do you really think?
https://forms.gle/tVVjnhBFkgAgyXJB6

WORKING PARTIES AT WORK!
Last year, we set up the following Working Parties to allow small groups to focus on
particular issues and tasks.
Working Party

Members
Current Focus
Janica Morella (convenor),
EALD in Schools
Professional Learning Activities.
Bronwyn Singh, Arika Bassett,
Mei French, Mali Wijesundara,
Colleen Caddey-Murphy,
Christina Braun.
Adult
EALDour
Learners
(convenor),
Professional
Learning She
Activities
Barbara,
energeticJakki
newCashman
Web Editor
is planning to revamp
our website.
wants
Heather
White,
Patricia
to know how you use it (if at all) and what you’d like. Please give us 5 minutes of your
Silvestre, Tania Hadlow,
time and click here to Barbara
undertake
a shortArika
survey.
Link
Rogstad,
Bassett
Membership

Sarah Warren (convenor),
Bronwyn Singh, Christina Braun,
Jennifer Mayers

 Presentations at the Australian
Catholic University and
University of Canberra.
 Membership kit.
 Individualised letters to all
school principals encouraging
them to take out institutional
membership.

Communications

Barbara Rogstad (convenor),
Bronwyn Singh, Mei French,
Tania Hadlow

 Revamping & maintaining the
website.
 Newsletter.
 Social Media.

Promoting
Collaborative
Mentorship

Colleen Caddey-Murphy,
Bronwyn Singh, Arika Bassett,
Helen White

Developing a “buddy system” that
members can sign up for. The aim is
to promote support and informal
exchanges of ideas between
individual teachers in school & adult
learning contexts.
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Facts and Queries:
What’s the difference between EALD and LBOTE and why is the
difference important to know? Have a chat with your colleagues and get
back to me for more information if required.
Do you have a fact or query to share?
Send them to: vicepresident@atesolact.org.au

ISSUES & ADVOCACY
1. Submission to the Adult Literacy Inquiry
Go to Advocacy | Australian Council of TESOL Associations to read the ACTA submission
(March 2021) to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Importance of Adult Literacy. The central
statement in the submission is that learning English and learning literacy are not the
same thing! (You’d think they’d know by now!) This argument applies as much to children in
schools as it does to adults. The ACTA submission includes an important section on schools
– recommended reading!
To access submissions from other organisations, including from various literacy groups, go
to the Parliamentary website: Adult literacy and its importance – Parliament of Australia
(aph.gov.au)

2. Suspension of work on a national approach to assessing EALD proficiency
in schools
Last year, ACARA set up cross sector group to provide advice on English Language
Proficiency (ELP) assessment practices across Australia, including how the ACARA EALD
Learning Progressions are used by schools and systems to inform assessment and
reporting. The intention was to update the Data Strategy Group, which reported to the
Education Ministers as part of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG). The advisory
group reported that changes would be required to the collection of ELP to ensure national
consistency. Early this year the Data Strategy Group, was disbanded and ACARA is now
reviewing the Measurement Framework for Schooling in Australia and the extent to which
the information currently collected enables reporting against the commitments made by
education ministers in the Alice Springs (Mparntwe) declaration. Information about students'
ELP could potentially form part of an enhanced collection. There are several potential new
collections which require prioritisation given the considerable effort involved and further
discussions with Australian Education Senior Officials Committee (AESOC). ACARA has
placed work on the collection of national data on English language proficiency “on hold
pending clear direction from AESOC on their preferred approach.”
In other words, we continue with no nationally consistent method of assessing the
English proficiency of EALD learners, and therefore determining the level of need, a
policy black hole about which ACTA has been advocating since the late 1980s.
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3. AMEP Advisory Committee
On 28th of August 2020, Acting Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and
Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Alan Tudge MP, announced major reforms that will be
implemented to the AMEP as part of a range of measures to strengthen Australia’s social
cohesion. The Department set up a committee of experts to provide feedback and expert
advice to ensure the reforms achieve the desired outcomes for migrants and the broader
Australian community. Topics included: curriculum and assessment, teacher qualifications,
online learning, and incentivising both learning and broader settlement outcomes. The
Committee is chaired by Alison Larkins, the Commonwealth Coordinator General for Migrant
Services. Alison has generously agreed to speak at the ACTA conference. By that time,
policies governing the forthcoming AMEP contracts should be clearer.
The Committee consists of 7 formal members representing English as Additional language
and foundation skills expertise:








Dr. Lynda Yates, Professor of Linguistics at Macquarie University
Dr. Chris Corbel, Lecturer at the University of Melbourne
Dr. Helen Moore, ACTA Vice President and ATESOL ACT President
Dr. Susan Creagh, Research Fellow, Lecturer in TESOL Education at the University of
Queensland
Dr. Jennifer Alford, Associate Professor in TESOL at Queensland University of Technology
Dr. Chris Davison, Professor of Language and Literacy Education at the University of New
South Wales.
Jason Coutts, Assistant Secretary, Foundation Skills Branch, Department of Education, Skills
and Employment.

The Committee was established for an initial period of six months. At this point, it is
unclear whether or how any further such work will continue after this period.

VICTESOL RESEARCH GRANT 2021
Applications are now open for the VicTESOL Research Grant 2021. The VicTESOL
Research Grant offers funds of $10,000 in 2021 to a research team to conduct research into
the TESOL field. The project must involve researchers and practitioners as research
partners.
The research team will work collaboratively with VicTESOL to report their findings in a
manner that is relevant to the VicTESOL membership, other EAL/TESOL practitioners and
researchers in Victoria and potentially to other members of TESOL communities nationally
and internationally.
Applications close 30 July 2021
Please visit the Research Grant page on the VicTESOL website or contact
grants@victesol.vic.edu.au for further information.
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STAY IN TOUCH!


ATESOL ACT
Website: https://www.atesolact.org.au/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/atesolact/
Please join our Facebook Group and encourage others. It has some great
ideas for on-line & remote teaching. Anyone can post, comment or reply
Twitter: Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/atesolact



ACTA: https://tesol.org.au/news/
ATESOL ACT is affiliated with the Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA):
this is our peak national Council.



ACTA Adult ESL Facebook - :
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACTAadultESOL/
Check out the ACTA Adult ESL Facebook page, which has great ideas for schoolbased teaching too: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACTAadultESOL/



TESOL International Association
tesol.org
The Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA) is a member of TESOL
International. It is the largest professional organisation for teachers of a second or
foreign language. Founded in 1966, it is based in the USA.

TESOL International Association
Latest edition: The 6 Principles® Quick Guide: Remote
Teaching of K–12 English Learners
Overview
Although remote teaching of English learners is fairly new to K–12 educators, The 6
Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English Learners® offer relevant guidelines for
this mode of instruction. Even at a distance, you can design and deliver lessons that
engage your students and promote their educational success. The 6 Principles are:
Know Your Learners, Create Conditions for Language Learning, Design High-Quality
Lessons for Language Development, Adapt Lesson Delivery as Needed, Monitor and
Assess Student Language Development, and Engage and Collaborate within a
Community of Practice. In The 6 Principles Quick Guide for Remote Teaching of K–
12 English Learners, you'll find numerous tips, tools, and resources for each
principle. You'll also see insights from fellow educators.
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YOUR FABULOUS 2021 COMMITTEE!
PRESIDENT

Helen Moore, AM, PhD, is a “retired” (!) teacher educator, who set
up the first full professional TESOL teacher education program at
La Trobe University (Melbourne) in the late 1970s. She was also
Acting Director of the La Trobe Language Centre (1991-93), which
included AMEP and ELICOS students. She has taught in PapuaNew Guinea, England, Holland and China as well as Australia. Her
2004 doctoral thesis from the Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education (OISE) in Toronto analysed policies impacting on
English language teaching in Australian schools from 1948 to 1996.
Returning to Australia in 2004, she worked for the AMEP Research
Centre on two projects (continuous enrolment and provision for
refugee youth with minimal/no previous schooling). She has played
a major advocacy role through the Australian Council of TESOL
Associations (ACTA) and is currently ACTA Vice-President and
Spokesperson on adult EALD provision. Her other passion is
music.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT; CO-CONVENOR MENTORSHIP WORKING
PARTY; SCHOOLS & COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTIES; CO-OPTED
TO ACTA EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKING PARTY

Bronwyn Singh (Dip. Teaching, B Ed., Grad. Dip. TESOL) is
currently teaching in one of the Primary Introductory English
Centres in ACT Public Education. Canberra born and bred,
Bronwyn found herself commencing her teaching career in the
Middle East. It was in the United Arab Emirates, teaching in primary
schools operating in the English medium, that she was initiated into
the TESOL world, and relished learning more about the field at
TESOL Arabia conferences. Upon returning to Australia Bronwyn
became involved in teaching within ACT’s New Arrivals Programs,
the Introductory English Centres. She has contributed to the
ATESOL ACT Committee since 2013 and has served as President.
Bronwyn is a Stage 2 nominee for a National Excellence in
Teaching Award, sponsored by the Australian Scholarships Group.
VICE-PRESIDENT; PUBLIC OFFICER; SCHOOLS & MEMBERSHIP
WORKING PARTIES

Jennifer Mayers is a retired teacher with a long involvement with
ATESOL ACT and the national body, the Australian Council of
TESOL Teachers (ACTA). She describes her involvement with the
development of the ACARA EAL/D Progressions as one of her
greatest achievements. Her other achievements include writing
items for the Settlement Services AUSCO programme with Dr Misty
Adoniou and managing the Introductory English Centre at Hughes
Primary School. Jennifer worked for the ACT Education Directorate
as the ESL Policy and Program Officer, bridging the old with the
new before retiring. She has fond memories of mentoring Ross
Phillips to develop the Refugee Bridging Program. Her words of
advice to EAL/D teachers is to clearly articulate their beliefs about
why they need to do what they do and to continue to be advocates
for those less able to represent their needs.
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TREASURER; CONVENOR SCHOOLS WORKING PARTY

Janica Morella says: “I was born in Malta but moved to Australia
when I was 2. Maybe it’s because of this huge move that I love to
travel and have always been inspired by different cultures and
languages. I acquired my Certificate in Teaching English as a
Second Language (CERT TESOL) qualification in Spain, through
the University of Cambridge. I loved teaching English in Belgium
and Japan to students ranging from 2 to 72 years old! In Canberra,
I now teach English to primary school students who are either new
arrivals to Australia or who have other languages/dialects at home
and need support. I joined the ATESOL ACT Committee in 2019. It
has been a wonderful way to network with other EALD teachers
and to continuously upskill through the many professional learning
opportunities.

SECRETARY; SCHOOLS & COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTIES

Mei French (BA Hons, BEd, PhD) is a teacher educator and
educational linguist with UniSA, specialising in multilingual
pedagogies for EALD learners. Mei has presented professional
learning for the Education Directorate and supported Catholic
schools in the Canberra region, as well as developing EALD and
multilingual curriculum and resources for South Australian and
Victorian schools. Mei enjoyed over ten years teaching and leading
secondary EALD programs in South Australia, teaching refugee,
migrant, local and international students. She also served as chief
assessor and curriculum leader for senior secondary EALD
subjects in SA. Supporting and advocating for TESOL
professionals and students is an important dimension of Mei’s
teaching, and before joining ATESOL ACT she served on the SA
TESOL committee, including terms as President and Vice
President. Mei has presented professional learning for ATESOL
ACT, SATESOL, VicTESOL, and at ACTA conferences.

SOCIAL MEDIA; ADULT & COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTIES

Tania Hadlow
I came to TESOL later in life after having my children. I completed
the MA TESOL at the University of Canberra in 2014 and
commenced working in ELICOS programs in the ACT. Four years
ago I made the move from teaching in ELICOS to teaching adult
migrants. I have loved teaching both types of student but teaching
the migrant students has taught me so much and I love seeing the
positive outcomes we make to their lives. I’ve been a member of
ATESOL for a number of years and have benefitted from their
fantastic PL opportunities. This year I joined the committee and am
thrilled to be part of such an experienced and passionate group.
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CONVENOR MEMBERSHIP WORKING PARTY

Sarah Warren says: “I'm Sarah Warren, primary school educator in
the ACT Public Education Directorate. I have worked in a variety of
different school settings throughout the ACT in between overseas
postings. Currently I teach a year 3 mainstream class at Kingsford
Smith School. We have an amazing diversity of home languages
and cultures. My involvement as a member of ATESOL ACT is
central to my professional learning and development. The
expertise, advocation and excellent opportunities assist my
everyday teaching. I am proud to be a member of such a dynamic
association.”

WEBSITE EDITOR; ADULT EAL/D WORKING PARTY; CONVENOR
COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTY

Barbara Rogstad: Bachelor of Arts: German Studies, Bachelor of
Arts: French Studies, MA: International Relations / International
Communication, MA of Law: Human Rights Law and
Policy, CELTA. Originally from Seattle, Washington (USA),
Barbara has worked for such international organisations as
Amnesty International, Berlitz, and Hamlin Fistula Ethiopia. She
has also participated in several governance bodies such as the
NSW Branch Committee for Amnesty International and the
Pfadfinderfuehrungsgruppe (World of Scouts Movement) when
living in Germany. Barbara has over 15 years of experience
teaching and training adults. She began as a business English
trainer in 2007 helping to transition Swiss university students
into the workforce. Since then she has worked with youths and
young adults in general studies tutoring with an English
language support focus as well as taught international students,
working holiday visa holders, and recently relocated
professionals English for special purposes. While working at
Amnesty International Australia Barbara convened several
English conversation groups for recently resettled refugees and
supported individuals from around the world in integrating into
their new Australian community. Her favourite part about
teaching is sharing those ‘ah-ha!’ moments with her students
when a particularly tricky bit of language finally clicks.
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ADULT EAL/D & MENTORSHIP WORKING PARTIES

Heather White says: “I have a long-standing interest in working
with people from other cultures, particularly refugees, migrants and
Indigenous Australians. Originally a secondary school teacher, I
studied TESOL as a result of working with groups of Vietnamese
refugees in the early 1980s. I moved to work in adult education
after having my own children, initially in the community-based
sector in Melbourne. The AMEP has been an important thread in
my life in Melbourne, East Arnhem Land and Canberra. In
Canberra, I managed the AMEP until mid-2019 when I retired from
paid work. It remains a special focus. I have also worked in the
Australian Public Service, particularly with overseas-based staff in
both English language and cross cultural training in Australia and
overseas, when I was living in Cambodia and Zimbabwe and often
working remotely. My Masters in Adult Education and Training
included minor research into factors that influenced the success of
the use of online learning modules in the workplace.”

CO-CONVENOR MENTORSHIP WORKING PARTY; SCHOOLS WORKING
PARTY

Colleen Caddey-Murphy (M.Ed., Grad. Dip. Ed.) is the Senior
Officer Literacy Specialist for Catholic Education in Canberra and
Goulburn. She works closely with the 56 CECG schools across the
ACT and South East NSW to assist them in supporting their
students’ literacy and English language development. Colleen has
taught mostly in Primary schools K-6 and has also held leadership
positions in NSW and ACT CECG schools. She recognises the
value of belonging to and utilising ATESOL to support schools and
learners. Colleen is passionate about schools maximising the
diversity of the cultural and learning backgrounds of their students
and how they can use the abilities of each student to advance and
extend learning for all teachers, students and their families.
SCHOOLS & MENTORSHIP WORKING PARTIES

Arika Bassett I am relatively new to the ATESOL ACT Committee.
I decided to join the committee this year as I have been using and
forever checking resources linked in the ATESOL ACT website.
Currently I am teaching at Narrabundah College as an EAL and
Indonesian teacher. I was an EFL teacher overseas and came to
Australia where I update my study and qualifications at UC. I took
part in the AMEP volunteer program ages ago. I was and still am
interested in methodology and pedagogy. I began my teaching
career in Canberra. I have taught using different curriculum and
framework in a few states and worked for different sectors. I came
back to Canberra in 2008 to continue my teaching
exploration/adventure. All my teaching and learning experiences
have always been around languages and culture. I hope to
contribute or assist the committee for the benefits of all EAL/D and
classroom teachers.
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MEMBERSHIP WORKING PARTY; CO-OPTED TO ACTA EARLY CHILDHOOD
WORKING PARTY

Christina Braun says “I immigrated to Australia from Germany
almost ten years ago. This country-change also meant a career
change. Although I have always worked in education projects within
not-for-profit organisations, I am now, in my new role, an early
childhood teacher. I am currently working at Margaret Hendry
School, where we learn and teach through inquiry and play-based
experiences in our culturally and linguistically diverse community. I
have always enjoyed learning and speaking other languages and
practising them while working and travelling abroad. Last year, I
had the opportunity to complete the Graduate Certificate in TESOL
and foreign language teaching at the University of Canberra, which
was the beginning of my involvement with ATESOL. I look forward
to planning exciting PLs for mainstream and specialist teachers and
being an early childhood advocate locally and nationally.”
CONVENOR ADULT EAL/D WORKING PARTY
After fifteen years in the high school sector, Jakki Cashman came
to ESL teaching via the Home Tutor Program. Her first student
caused Jakki to question assumptions she had made about literacy
learning and explore strategies for teaching LESLLA students;
these students with less schooling and literacy needs have
remained among Jakki’s favourites as she moved through her MA
TESOL and into the AMEP. Jakki took on the delights of senior
management for a time. Now she’s back in the classroom. Jakki
has been on the ATESOL ACT committee in various roles for over
ten years.

SCHOOLS EAL/D WORKING PARTY; CO-OPTED TO ACTA SCHOOLS
WORKING PARTY

Mali Wijesundara is a Senior Secondary EALD teacher in the ACT
Public Education Sector. She is passionate about understanding
the factors underpinning student achievement/underachievement
by gifted minority students, including ethnically and linguistically
diverse populations, Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and rural
communities, and students with learning difficulties. She is currently
researching this area in her doctoral studies at the University of
Canberra. Mali’s teaching experience spans seventeen years in the
primary, secondary and tertiary sectors in Australia, Sri Lanka and
the United Arab Emirates. She is an AITSL certified Highly
Accomplished Teacher and is actively involved in advocacy,
developing collaborative teaching practices and establishing
international partnerships to enrich students’ cross-cultural learning
experiences. Mali is also a mother of two children. She loves
cooking, gardening and reading.
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ADULT ESL WORKING PARTY

Patricia Silvestre first developed an interest in helping migrants
through volunteering as a tutor with Migrant and Refugee
Settlement Services (MARSS), which provided her with local
experience and good exposure to one-on-one teaching. In her first
year at the University of Canberra, she was offered a one year
scholarship to study in Japan. Returning to complete her Bachelor’s
degree, she decided she had to go back to Japan again, and soon!
The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program provided the
perfect opportunity for her to be an Assistant Language Teacher
(ALT). She had a wonderful time working closely with teachers at
several Elementary and Junior High Schools in a small rural city.
Patricia has a Certificate in Interior Decoration from Canberra
Institute of Technology and is currently studying Certificate IV in
TESOL part-time through distance education. She has been an
AMEP Home Tutor for over a year and is now working as an Office
Manager at a small Architecture and Interior Design studio.

Please forward this newsletter to your colleagues and
encourage them to join ATESOL ACT at
http://www.atesolact.org.au/join/
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